
Staff Name: Why should this staff member be considered the Diman Strong Staff of the Week?

Anything else you would 
like us to know about 
this staff member?

The Culinary Department

I would like to nominate the Culinary Arts department for working very hard every day 
to provide us with delicious food, coffee, and pastries.  This year has been difficult 
enough, but knowing that there is always food available to us has relieved some of the 
pressure that goes with planning for our day.  This department goes above and beyond 
to ensure that we are all well fed.  Thank you culinary teachers!!

Morris Slutsky
He is always focused on his students first above any other distraction that might take 
away from their learning experience.

His passion for his 
subject is obvious and 
contagious.

Leslie Carmo

Leslie works effortlessly to ensure that our attendance is done in which this endeavor 
has been no easy task during this pandemic. Leslie is always welcoming to all 
everyone who enters the building and always willing to assist with anything necessary, 
she does so with a smile on her face. Leslie is very professional and sets a great 
example for the students amongst many others. She is a rock star! 

Melissa Petrasso

Mrs. Petrasso is always so diligent and organized behind the scenes here in the 
Business Office. She is also a generous, kind and helpful person who is always there to 
support and lend an ear. Mrs. Petrasso has incredible work ethic and impressively 
keeps the wheels turning here at Diman. Thank you Mrs. Petrasso! 

Randi Costa

Continually working with students who need additional supports after school.  There is 
very rarely a day when I do not see a student in Randi's classroom after school.  She is 
100% dedicated to her students and their growth.  

Randi exemplifies what 
a special education 
instructor should be.  

Jonathan Root

I believe this individual has gone above and beyond as a member of the Diman 
community as we have been short staffed in the cafeteria for several months due to an 
unreplaced retirement. Not only has she had to step up, but change the Diman way of 
serving lunch to our students due to COVID.

Patricia Tolan
She never stops. She is all about student success and achievement. She is also always 
willing to help if she can

The kids really seem to 
appreciate her too

Michelle DaSilva

I have seen how hard Michelle is working to connect with her students during remote 
instruction. I often see her before and after school, preparing lessons using multiple 
online platforms and different technology, and even making voice recordings of her 
lessons! She is so dedicated to her students, and as a result has decided to go above 
and beyond to get through to them. I am so impressed with her dedication, and wanted 
it to be recognized. Thank you!
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John Travassos
John works quietly behind the scenes, coming in early and staying late, to make sure 
the building and grounds are ready and safe for students and staff.

John always responds 
with a smile and 
kindness when called 
upon.  He always makes 
you feel like your issue 
is the most important 
thing on his long list of 
items to tend to.  

Debbie Pacheco

Debbie is always going above and beyond to make sure that her students are being 
avocaded for. She also make me, as a new teacher, feel comfortable asking for help for 
my students that fall under her area, and giving me the tools to do so. I truly appreciate 
everything that she does for this school.

She truly embodies the 
Diman strong motto

Robert Grant He is tireless in his work in keeping the school clean and sanitary each day.

He is very friendly, 
outgoing and has a great 
personality. He is always 
willing to lend a helping 
hand to those who need 
it.

Paul Beaudoin

We all work with particularly challenging students, but it was really inspiring once again 
to speak to Paul this week.  We have consistently collaborated on a certain student 
who has experienced great difficulties, but Paul continues to see the potential in this 
student and work with him not only on shop skills but life lessons as well.  He is 
relentless is helping this student succeed, treating every day as a new opportunity to 
work with him no matter the struggles on the previous day.

Herman Medeiros

During his full time coverage of another shop instructor for the whole week, he has 
been engaged with the students in front of him and kept up with his own responsibilities 
while engaging his own shop related students remotely. He has also continued to cover 
breaks and preps in the shop as needed while missing out breaks and preps of his 
own. True team player and will not allow the student's in person experience to suffer 
under any circumstances.

He has a genuine 
connection with our EL 
population and cultivates 
an environment that 
entices EL students to 
take academic risks 
without reservation.

Mike DoCouto
Mike consistently goes above and beyond for his students. He teaches them valuable 
life skills during Health and PE, focusing his attention on Social Emotional Learning. Mike loves seafood!

Elizabeth McPherson
She goes above and beyond with the students and their families. She is caring and 
helps all her student toward success.

She is such a hard 
worker and extremely 
organized.
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Jennifer Ferrara

Mrs. Ferrara has demonstrated during this school year what it means to be resilient 
while remaining both professional and compassionate with peers and students alike. 
She plans lessons that not only engage students in learning, but provide students the 
opportunity to move successfully through what can be a challenging curriculum to 
some. She advocates for students who are struggling remotely to return to school for in 
person learning; and approaches each day of remote learning as a fresh start for those 
who struggle with being present, despite the plethora of reasons students may have for 
not being able to engage in class. Mrs. Ferrara exemplifies what it means to be a 
Diman educator and sets this as an example for peers and students daily. 

She is an absolute 
pleasure  to work with, 
patient, organized, kind, 
and consistent. 

John Narcizo He always supports his coworkers, and defends them if necessary

He is very 
knowledgeable in his 
vocation

Paul Oliveira

Paul goes above and beyond to train his freshman class in our trade content and 
employability at a young age. He also constantly assures them they are more than 
capable of performing the necessary tasks even when they are have difficulty and 
works tirelessly even after school to bring them to that point. Great dedication. 

I wish I could nominate 
every staff member in 
our program.

Rosemary Blanchette

Rosemary always goes above and beyond with everything she does. She is the 
definition of TEAM WORK. Even when her plate is full of her own work she still takes 
time to help us when we are in need. She is the heart of our building and when she is 
out we can sometimes go crazy, haha! But it really isn't the same when she is out. Even 
when going through her own struggles she still manages to smile and make us smile.
She wears many hats here, doing not only her job for us in the LPN Building, but even 
taking care of things over in the High School and also being a Union Representative. 
Rosemary is the most caring person I know, she always listens when you may need 
someone to talk to and always has some good advice and she really does just has a 
good heart.

Kurt Chouinard

Kurt exemplifies the core values that are the "Diman Strong" mantra. He is here 
everyday at 6 am preparing the shop for our students. I rarely see him ever take a 
break, usually working through even the students break time to resolve issues that may 
have popped up, and if they are not fixed by the end of the day he will stay late to finish 
up. The notion of being tired is not known by Kurt, he forges ahead with the 
determination of a steam locomotive. I'm sure men with the same virtues built this 
country during the iron age, now he passes the importance of those traits along to his 
students, leading by example. Not only is he a great instructor, he is a role model for all 
of us to look up to, both students and teachers alike. 

Nurse Jen Rocha

Nurse Rocha should be our Diman Strong Staff member of the week because she is 
the absolute best human being I know and always goes above and beyond for our 
students and staff!!
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Denise Ferry 
She goes above and beyond making sure all students get to eat. She exemplifies the 
Diman way 

She is one of the most 
compassionate people I 
know. 


